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ABSTRACTS

Phillipe Droz-Vincent, Obedient but Distrustful: The Regional System and 
United States Policy after the Fall of Baghdad.

The Middle East is a system deeply marked by external factors, in partic�-c�-
lar by the United States presence and its infl�ence on regional sec�rity dy-
namics. Since 9/11, that factor has been partic�larly destabilizing: it is a 
so�rce of insec�rity. Beyond the policy reorientations �ndertaken by Barack 
Obama’s administration, the iss�e arises as to the Americans’ potential for 
action, which fl�ct�ates between coll�sion with the region’s a�thoritarian 
regimes and the more or less extensive projects to restr�ct�re the area. More 
important than wondering abo�t Washington’s capacity to gain hegemony 
over the area, is do�bting its ability to f�rther real sec�rity dynamics.

Key words: Middle East, United States, regional security, change of 
regime, intervention in Iraq.

Delphine Lagrange, France’s Policy and the Arab-Israeli Conflict: A four-ways 
relation. The effects of Iraqi War in French diplomacy in the Middle East.

In 1967 General de Ga�lle established what is now known as “Arab policy”, 
a legacy that wo�ld later be transmitted to all the presidents of France �p 
to Jacq�es Chirac. However, the crisis in Iraq, which s�pposed a confron-
tation between French and United States diplomacy, has had �nexpected 
reperc�ssions on the relations between France, Israel and Palestine. This 
article seeks to show the importance of US diplomatic relations for French 
diplomatic relations and for its “niche diplomacy” strategy. This consists of 
taking �p a specific position on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which, since 
2004, has called into q�estion the traditional policy.
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Marta Tawil, Relations between Syria and Russia: A High Wire Game.

Since Cold War the relation between Syria and R�ssia shows a n�mber of 
contin�ities and a few changes. This ambivalent interaction is mostly de-
termined by the US and Israel interventions. The international system evo-
l�tion–�nipolarity and its effects in regional sec�rity in the Middle East–is 
the main factor that explains both the breach between these co�ntries 
d�ring the 90’s and the first three years of this cent�ry, and the approach 
they seek in the diplomatic, economic, and commercial spheres since the 
war in Iraq–and especially since 2005. Thro�gh the st�dy of the relations 
between R�ssia and Syria can be stated that the growing importance of 
images and perceptions in the diplomatic field comes on top of the �s�al 
factors on sec�rity. Both parameters allow Damasc�s–as well as Moscow–to 
keep a significant margin of a�tonomy that both co�ntries claim before 
the US policy.

Key words: Syria, Russia, foreign policy,  
military resources, diplomacy, trade relations.

Bernard Botiveau, “Palestinian State” or “Two-State Solution”? Chronicle of the 
post-Oslo Period.

According to the Oslo agreements (1993), a Palestinian State wo�ld be pro-
claimed before May 4, 1999. The impossibility of applying this resol�tion 
showed the degradation of the peace process; its fail�re became evident 
before the second Intifada broke o�t in September 2000. D�ring s�cces-
sive negotiations, backed by the “Q�artet for the Middle East” as of 2002, 
emphasis was placed on a new form�la: the “Two-State Sol�tion.” This deve-phasis was placed on a new form�la: the “Two-State Sol�tion.” This deve-
lopment shows the emergence of a new approach. Whereas the “Palestinianopment shows the emergence of a new approach. Whereas the “Palestinian 
State” projected a form�la of f�ll independence and national sovereignty 
despite the existing territorial constraints, the “Two-State Sol�tion” is based 
on an approach whose only cynical ambition is to favor a “protected” State 
in an Israel-Palestine system controlled by Israel.

Key words: Israel, Palestinian territories.  
Oslo, settlements, Two-State Solution.
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Luis Mesa Delmonte, The Policies of Bush and Obama toward the Islamic Repu-
blic of Iran: The Centrality of the Nuclear Factor.

The article addresses the relations between the United States and the Is-
lamic Rep�blic of Iran as of the start of the war in Iraq in 2003, b�t fo-
c�sing above all on the central weight of the Iranian n�clear program in 
this relationship. After dealing with the years of considerable bilateral ten-
sion observed d�ring the B�sh administration, and some of the positive 
developments that were perceived in parallel, the article st�dies the most 
important aspects of the Obama administration’s change in political dis-
co�rse toward Iran. Altho�gh the a�thor considers that a new negotiating 
opport�nity does indeed exist, he do�bts that s�ch a process, if it co�ld be 
�ndertaken, co�ld lead to a total normalization of relations in the short or 
medi�m terms.

Key words: Bush foreign policy,  
Obama foreign policy, Islamic Republic of Iran,  

Iranian nuclear program, Middle East.

Massimiliano Trentin, Syria and Europe: The Practice of Multipolarity.

Since 2001, the United States and E�rope have been st�ck in the q�agmire 
of the policy of confrontation in the Middle East, witho�t either having 
reaped the expected benefits. Despite all the diffic�lties, Syria closed ranks 
in its internal political life and withstood the press�re, taking advantage of 
all the opport�nities afforded by the changing international system. Damas-
c�s does not appear to have yielded m�ch in its diplomatic and economic 
claims; if it did so, it was d�e to the conseq�ences of the political change 
that took place in the r�ling elite, not beca�se of press�re from the West. 
In addition to the historical legacy of Arab nationalism in Syrian policies, 
we can talk of the “domestication” of neo-liberalism. This process occ�rs 
in a moment when the main western promoters of neo-liberalism have lost 
m�ch of their power of coercion.

Key words: Europe, Syria, multipolarity,  
development, regime-building.
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Mustafa Kibaroglu, Turkey and the Middle East in Times of Major Transfor-
mations.

T�rkey’s profile in the Middle East has grown in recent years. The c�rrent 
presence of a significant n�mber of US troops in Iraqi territory as of 2003, 
as well as the arrival of the Party of J�stice and Development to power 
in the parliamentary elections of November 2002 and its consolidation in 
the J�ly 2007 elections, are two decisive factors that explain the dramatic 
change in T�rkey’s position vis-à-vis its immediate neighbors and in its for-
eign-policy priorities. On reviewing the change in T�rkey’s relations with 
Israel, Iran, Iraq and Syria from the Cold War years of to the period follow-
ing 9/11, it can be s�pposed that the improved relations between T�rkey 
and its neighbors will facilitate regional cooperation. For this to occ�r and 
prod�ce tangible res�lts for the entire region, T�rkey sho�ld find effective, 
lasting sol�tions to the conflictive problems that exist with its immediate 
neighbors.

Key words: Turkey, foreign policy, Cold War,  
Iraq, Party of Justice and Development.

Ignacio Álvarez-Ossorio and Pedro Buendía, The Crisis of Iraqi Refugees 
in Syria, Jordan and Lebanon.

One of the lesser-known conseq�ences of the invasion of Iraq and the 
postwar period has been the mass exod�s of Iraqis to Syria, Jordan and 
Lebanon. To the personal and h�manitarian drama that this wave of 
ref�gees represents we sho�ld add the enormo�s economic and political 
diffic�lties faced by the receiving co�ntries to maintain them. Altho�gh 
sec�rity has improved, Iraq does not yet offer g�arantees of stability for 
an early ret�rn. F�rthermore, the legal sit�ation of the ref�gees in the 
receiving co�ntries is in an administrative limbo that threatens to “Pales-
tinize” their condition �nless the international comm�nity adopts timely 
meas�res to avoid this and to g�arantee the ref�gees’ definitive ret�rn in 
safe conditions.
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